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Dear Friends, Q — ﬂ

When | sat down to write this letter for the VgkaLink |
realised that this is the Z2Christmas letter | have written. It made me
wonder what | can say that has not been said hefore

In the process of looking back | began to thin&wthow much
our enjoyment of Christmas seems to be based stalg@. Many
people look back and remember times that were sshrempler than
today and so much more enjoyable.

How many people do we meet who talk about Christ@@ 1 as
a source of stress? How many of those folk loolk hadetter times in
the past?l have no doubt that some of our memories are rosesti
and some are selective.

My Christmas memories of childhood do not take atcount
the pressure on my mother to produce Christmasedifon the
extended family. My memories of Christmas when fnijdcen were
young edits out the hassle of all the preparate@snade. Instead
| remember simple joys and uncomplicated pleasures.

At this point in time (mid November) | can feektgrowing
pressure that is made up of church preparation$aamidly
preparations. In anticipation Christmas 2011 ldiddesbeing the usual
stress, and rush, and last minute panic.

Is this what Christmas is: something that we aaly enjoy in
retrospect? Is Christmas a trial to go through eaan look back with
pleasure in years to come when we have forgoteméigatives?

This may be what we make Christmas, but it iswiwdt
Christmas is meant to be. The celebration of Qhasthas nothing to
do with an ever greater and more expensive midwpdety.
Christmas is a celebration of the love that Godfbeaslis world.



The greatest gift the world has received is JEBus.greatest IMEKILNS PARISH CHURCH "t
gift we can receive is Jesus. The measure of Qodésfor humanity BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 'ﬂmm
is Jesus. Like any gift, we can choose to acceject, receive or ”1“,

ignore. We are not forced to do anything. Jesusesaim offer us Folks,tittis a v_\;hli!e si[rr]]ce \;]ve gﬁ\ve 3;]()“ an “pg?t@‘““ i
light in the darkness. project to revitalise the church so here is a bpeper ol

. : : to give you the latest. While there may not seebe’ ;i | i
- AS you : us, 9 you. to move our project forward. Fily'e

Yours,

Our Architect, David Murdoch has agreed plans with Steering
Group and submitted these for Planning Approvah Witfe Council.
You may have seen the Planning Application detaithe press

%&@fw&g{}% recently. We expect to hear back from them byydarthe New Year.

Having submitted a very large request for finansigdport from
Heritage Lottery Fund (over £200,000), they retpetthat we
appoint a specialist architect for alinGervation work. Our
fundraiser, June Denton, carried out a lot okaesh and ground
work to deal with this and we now have Tom Mortimboard from
ARC architects in Cupar who will be responsibleDiavid Murdoch
for Conservation elements of our work. Hopefullyis will satisfy

seeing a greater link between Church and Communitys is the whole
purpose of the project and the sooner we starbétter. As the Wayside
Pulpit sign said:

“This is your building, talk to us about what we oado together”.

HLF and Historic Scotland.
o Lord Elgin, as patron of our project, has writteargonally to a
% number of individual trusts with whom he has aseleontact and we
f are very optimistic of a positive outcome fromgée
ii | We now wait — economic times are tough and chdetétusts are
- finding things tough too so incoming funds are sléVe are still very
Q; optimistic of success as are June Denton and hareélcolleagues.
ff However, we are not sitting back doing nothing; IPaanton has
*\i been working with us to produce Church Christmasi€and
x,‘ 2 . calendars so | hope you will support our littleduaiser.
& o & You can get a full showing of the latest plans sitiigh for Planning
i’j Approval on the church website. What will makethis worthwhile is

Thanks for your continued support. Charlie Stoddart
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60 Upper Kinneddar Saline Fife KY12 9TR
Tel: 07760449139 E-maiAnne@Scotia-aid,co.uk

—w‘ SCOTIA AID (for countries in need)SC024249
{ ’\4

NNUAL TRIP TO CENTRAL SERBIA

I and another volunteer travelled to central Sembidugust to carry
out our craft workshops with the various organgsati our charity supports,
namely Kraljevo Red Cross, Cerebral Palsy unitiefi&, Mental and physi-
cally handicapped society for young people, Kragage Old people’s home,
Mataruska Banja and Ribnica Kultural centre. Thaswur first visit to this
centre and we were impressed to see how it supf@tgoung children and
older people and their plans for the future. Thayenhdaily events for the
children, social events for all ages and are plaspntd make a quiet area in
the centre grounds where the elderly can go to laagkat and relax. We
held a workshop there and many people came and dveirig the day, all
taking part and expressing their interest in futlesses.

During our visit we were able to distribute somelaf aid which we had sent
across by lorry earlier in the year and it was lggtful and humbling
experience to see how well it was received.

We also managed to visit two of the collective cesiin Mataruska Banja
where some of the homeless refugees and displarsdns are still living.
| was pleased to meet up with two of my "specidida” whom | had met on
my first visit to Serbia and who have attendedoalt workshops since we
started and happy to see that although they wérd@tised in a collective
centre, the conditions are much better than theavipus one, which | am
pleased to report has now closed.

The only thing they asked for was personal hygig
items and cleaning materials. They expressed
thanks for all the help they have received fromirt
"Scottish friends" but still cannot understand weppl
who do not know them want to help them!

During last year, just after we left Serbia, thisaasuffered an earthquake
with extensive damage the epicentre taking plaamanof the villages which
housed refugees and displaced persons in a ce#ecéintre - this being a
large hall divided into approximately 10x10 rooros the people to live in.

6



There was no running water and the toilets wersideitup a steep hill. You
can imagine our delight to find that this centreaiso closed and we were
able to meet up with one of the oldest ladies ftbm centre who has been
rehoused and she was absolutely delighted to sisoreund her new home,
which has running water, a flush toilet and battl arseparate room for her
bedroom. She was so happy and so were we!

The situation is still fraught for many people ataily life is a struggle
especially for the elderly with no family to helpyt things are slowly getting
better and it is good to see all the different aiggtions working together to
benefit these people who have suffered so much.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank sxane who has helped
support our charity over the years and allowingouselp these needy
people.

Anne Mclntyre.

(Aid donations can be handed in to Anne at the GuRgery in Charlestown).

SRS

Thanks

A Christmas Prayer

............................................................................................................................................................................

by Margaret McDonald

In the rustle of Christmas wrappings,
the crinkle of tissue,
the secret swish of ribbons,
Help us also to hear
the rustle of straw in a manger
on a dusty, straw-strewn floor.

In the triumphal peal of Christmas bells,

In the mysterious tinkle of sleigh bells,
Help us also to hear

the dulled sound of a single cowbell

as animals stir and wonder

in their stalls.

In the garlands of electric bulbs
that drape over buildings and lampposts
high above us
Help us also to see
the steady beam of a silent star
settling in long-ago skies.

In piped carols in the shopping malls,
In children's lusty singing,
Help us also to hear
over distant hills,
the lilt of heavenly voices

on a night when shepherds' hearts stopped to.liste

May we, like them,
find our way through tinsel and glitter,
through noise and stramash
to a stable
to stay, in hushed stillness,
and gaze.

............................................................................................................................................................................



Reader in Training

We welcome Elizabeth Dick, who is training for fReadership, and has
been placed with Cairneyhill and Limekilns for thext six months. During
this period she will take part in most servicesvofship on Sundays as
well as other services taken by the Minister. Dgitims period Norman
will be her supervisor.

| know that you will make Elizabeth welcome. She&vith us to learn, so
please let her know when she has done somethingmedo not be afraid
to offer constructive criticism where appropriatée wish her well during
her stay with us.

Norman.

A Few Words from Elizabeth...

Hi, my name is Elizabeth Dick. I'm 35+1 (saying ®@ans I'm a year closer
to forty!). I've been married to my husband Gardor 12 years. | work
full-time in Dunfermline and study distance leagiia Highland Theological
College in Dingwall. | have been living in Chattesn for four years now, but
I have always thought of this area as home; | vaistened in Limekilns
Parish Church, and spent my entire childhood exgjor

and playing around here. My mother’s family coinoen, ’:

and all still stay, around Charlestown - in fact my %
grandfather was born in a cottage on Double Row. — (S J

( W
| am looking forward to spending time with, andtupgf to s

know, many new people.

o ¢ ITMAY BE CHRISTMAS BUT DOES IT MEET 4
i HEALTH AND SAFETY ... ?! i

The Rocking Song

Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir;
We will lend a coat of fur,

We will rock you, rock you, rock you,

We will rock you, rock you, rock you:

Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infabtsth due to risk of
allergy to animal fur, and for ethical reasons. rEfiare faux fur, a nice
cellular blanket or perhaps micro-fleece shoulddmsidered a suitable
alternative.

Please note: only persons who have been subjecCtoninal Records
Bureau check and have enhanced clearance willipatped to rock baby
Jesus. Persons must carry their disclosure witin gieall times and be
ready to provide three forms of identification befoocking commences.

W.R.I.

ur Institute meeting in Oct.  In June, members and friends

held a very successful open enjoyed an afternoon trip to
night in the Queen’s Hall. Peebles, visiting Kailzie Gardens
Members and friends enjoyed a  and the shops, before a delicious
most enjoyable evening with a meal at the Green Tree Hotel.
return visit of Willie Shand from Although the weather was not kind
Crook of Devon. to us, we had a lovely time.

Willie gave a slide show with Just to remind the ladies of the
informative commentary as well as villages that we meet at 7.15pm pn
interesting facts on "Through the the third Thursday of each month
Great Glen". Tea and home baked in the Queen’s Hall, Charlestown.
cakes were served at the interval. You are most welcome to join us,

Y. Whyte
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Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols,
7.00pm, Sunday 18 December

i Christmas is a very busy time of year for us alt, b

whatever else you do, make this event a priorityaar
calendar. This is the only service in the churcaryghere
you can hear the complete story of God'’s plan fankind
in nine short readings from the Bible. Between ¢hiere
will be carols from the church choir and the Lime&iPrimary School choir,
and of course many opportunities for you to singryfavourite Christmas
hymns — and there’s no sermon!

With tea or coffee and mince pies afterwards g occasion not to be
missed. See you there!

Douglas Kerr
Organist and Director of Music
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i nd there were in the same country shepherds abidithng field,

g keeping watch over their flock by night. And, Ibetangel of the
i Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shmund about

+ them: and they were sore afraid.
%

i And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behblding you good
+ tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peogf@r unto you is born
Zﬁ; this day in the city of David a Saviour, which isriSt the Lord. And
+ this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find theédarapped in

~ swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

X X X X X X % X 0 X 0 X X X 0 X

nd suddenly there was with the angel a multitudinetheavenly s+
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God inhighest, and onf;
+ earth peace, good will toward men. And it campéss, as the angels:
i were gone away from them into heaven, the sheplsaidsone to

+ another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, anthseéhing which
i is come to pass, which the Lord hath made knowa ust

X 0 X X

i And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Josamd the babe
i lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, thagie known
» abroad the saying which was told them concerniigchild.

nd all they that heard it wondered at those thwlggh were told
them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all thesggthiand
pondered them in her heart.

N X X X X X X X 0 X X 2 X X X
+*

R I ey

Luke 2: 8-19 King James Versi@n .
N N N N N i

....................................................................................

............................................................
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imekilns Primary School Parent Council

The Parent Council have been very busy since Augusw office
bearers have been elected and new faces have jpimedmmittee. New
fundraising ventures have been identified to renseey for ongoing
activities at the school, and a fundraising groap been established to look
at this essential area in more depth. Fundralgimgp in meetingsare now
being held on the last Thursday of each montherBituce Arms at 7.30pm
- all interested parties who can lend a hand oe giglvice are welcome.
Our next big fundraiser will be the Xmas Fayre oid&y 2nd December
from 2-4pm, please come along and support us. Youatso help us raise
funds for the school by registering with Easyfuisirey when you do
online shopping - please go taww.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
limekilnsprimaryschoolparentcounciA small percentage of your spend
will come to us at no additional cost to you.

The big emphasis for the Council this year is thlelaration of the School’s
Centenary, which we are very excited about. Weehdeveloped a
‘Centenary Project’ which aims to deliver a variefyoutcomes and
experiences for the children and our community.esehinclude a Trim
Trail and Climbing Wall for the playground, a Needbrk project, an
Exhibition of photos and memorabilia, the developtrad a
commemorative Yearbook and a time capsule to bedwomewhere in
the village. These all rely on us raising a gl of money, and we are
busy applying to various funding avenues while asempting to raise
money ourselves. We will be selling raffle tick#étsoughout the year for
our ‘Centenary Raffle’ which has been sponsoredbbgl businesses, and
we will be selling commemorative tea-towels, mugs ® raise funds. We
have kicked off our celebrations with a very sus@@sand enjoyable
‘Memories Morning’ and plan to hold a similar evexgfain in January. We
would be extremely grateful to anyone who couldilels any old photos,
school reports or other memorabilia.

Our new office bearers are Ailsa Swankie
(Chairperson 872333), Wendy Chamberlain
(Treasurer) and Tukiya Clark (Secretary 87338

Ailsa Swankie
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‘BIKEWORKS’ workd

Are you one of the
many people who
have a bicycle

taking up space in %
your garage/shed?

If you no longer use it and would lil
the space for other things you ¢
give Bikeworksa ring and their va
will call and take it away at a tin
that is mutually agreeable.

W\

It will then be refurbished as part
a training course for people in F
who suffer from a disability. The
learn skills in cycle repair and
maintainance under expert tuitig
Bikeworks take any bikes (thog
which are beyond hope can still
used for parts). The refurbished bil
are then sold to help fund the train
scheme.

If, now you have thought about
you cannot wait to reclaim the spd
in your garage there is a special
collection point at the Wellwood
recycling centre. Search on the W
to find out more abouBikeworks
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You are welcome to visit their centre

In Glenrothes to see if any of t
bikes take your fancy. Maybe yod
New Year resolution will be to ai
for a healthier lifestyle. If so th
might be just the thing for you!

Do it now - beat the Christmas rush.

Pauline H.
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: RIDING FOR THE '
! DISABLED !
: Used stamp collection :
'As many of you will know, we are
'st|II collecting used stamps in aid
of Riding for the Disabled. Thelr
'faC|I|ty at Shiresmill is worth a
IVISIt but it is advisable to phoné
|n advance. !

i | As we approach the festive :
'season, please remember to keep
iyour used stamps (l1cm borders,
.please) and deposit them in the
:collectlng boxes at Cromble
gSchooI, the Sutlery and the
' Church Office. We would like to
'take this opportunity to thank
ithose who have donated stamps

OVGF many years. i

;Those of you who remember QUr
'puppy Lacey may be interested: to
5 know that her partnership with the
rautistic boy continues to be a gr'eat
'success It has transformed his Jife
i ;and that of his family. !

We would like to take this
opportunity to wish our many :
friends in the villages a peaceful
Christmas and a Guid New Yegr
Barbara and Jimi
Simpson and Clara
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THE GELLET
TEAROOM

That’'s another busy year gone by

we are halfway through our tenth year.

Seems like yesterday since we started...

and

A recent visitor from Northumberland came
because she had been given a copy of our

recipe book from a friend in Dunkeld — h

OW
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" #
7 11} n
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things go round! The visitor had tried many§
of the recipes and because she was in the

area she felt she had to visit us. We're glafd

to say she she was not disappointed!

Sadly we have no record of the lady’s namfe

because on that particular day the visit
book could not be found in the cupboard.

We have had several new helpers c
along in recent weeks and we are so gra
for them ‘volunteering’. However, we

never have enough helpers...so don't

shy, ladies and gentlemen, come and have

word if you have some free time, even o
a month, and you will be made very
welcome.

As always, we should remind everyone that

we are equally grateful for donations of
ingredients (the cost of which are alw
rising) so anything you can give us wh
will help the bakers produce the good
will be welcomed — keep the ingredie
coming, please!

Sheena Davies and Jennifer Lindsay
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HURCH FLOWERS

Pamela Griffiths at Kilns Gallery Flowers wisheggbody a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

A big thank you to all who have returned flower oners and
remembered to phone about their church flowersa &tll very happy to
do the church flowers for anyone who would like tmea quick call to
872305 before your Sunday is much appreciated engpts any
confusion on my part.

I hope we have a less snowy Christmas this year,

although flowers were transported by sledge laat!{{& 3‘!{: # $ %
N &
Thanks for your help. ' & ! (" )
Pamela Griffiths * ) ) +
http://www.kilnsgalleryflowers.co.uk/index.php ! ( ') % %ot -.
/
ety e — o $
I aiko Drumming | &
: My dear friends, following my article in the last Village Link : 0 1231 #
| I

magazine, | wanted to say a very big thank you to the many
Ipeople who turned up at our concert in the Usher Hall last week. | 4
| It was a superb evening for us and made all the better for I
| knowing that many of my friends from the village took the time to/ .
| come and support us. We had a great time — the best concert of | )
I the tour; | hope you all enjoyed it as much as we did. Thank you,

all again so very much. |
Fiona Stoddart
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[When they were asked for the secret of their nmbows
achievement, Margaret said that they just got alaiity things.
John thought for a moment then replied “Two televis”] ... Ed.

AT

orth Cruising Club

The boats are now, once again ashore, and we afgpé&em the
winter storms notwithstanding a gale in summer Wiiceaked havoc with
some of the moorings. The number of boats in the bhve been steadily
rising causing more to be displaced to Limekilrey piuring the sailing
season. Next year we hope to integrate more clogéhthe Gala
Committee to the advantage of both organisatiods§@cus upon more
family oriented sailing activities, but there's hole heap of mince pies
and mulled wine to get through first!

We wish all readers a peaceful Christmas and, if
not a prosperous new year, at least one that
enables them to survive unscathed.

J.R.H.
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MEMORIES

The following was written by Ev
(a visitor from London and a
friend to many of us) immediate
after the Remembrance Service
church on 18 November.

Don’t get angry;
Always show peace.
Turn your cheek
and do not judge

Red metal and lead
fill the pails of history;

We honour our dead.

Lavish the freedom
That was fought
And died for,
Lest we forget.

Eve Joan McDougall

<

SCOTTISH POPPY
a APPEAL 2011

~’J A superb effort again this
] year by everyone in our

villages and district who

donated so generously to

y inthis year's Poppy Appeal. A wonderful

total of £1,416.55 resulted.

This year is the 90th anniversary of
the Scottish Poppy Fund and their
need is as great as ever so it is very
grateful to all the donors and to all the
efforts of everyone involved, and they
are many.

Foreign investments this year
amounted to a very attractive coin
from the United Arab Emirates of
unknown denomination, and a

2 euro coin for which some of our
Eurozone friends might be grateful.

Thank you to everyone.

Jim Ballantyne
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EWS FROM NAMIBIA
(Sent in October)

Dear Friends & Sponsors Vi : =y

Here we are back in Namibia. We have been heré¢hfee weeks now
and, frankly, are enjoying temperatures of over !308s ‘our children’ are
spread over a fair area of the country now, wedrlge open to God's guidance
as to where we should be, and when. We shou|dhmerefore, have been
surprised to find ourselves doing a bit of farmihging the first week!

Sadly, Coebus Barnard died very suddenly recerdly.and Monika taught child
evangelism in the Bible School and did outreacthitie children of Imkerhof
and surrounding area. Monika is left with the faomanage so Udo offered the
Bible students for two days to help héHelp to carry one another’s

burdens” (Galations 6:2)n action. On the second day, we had just finished
planting tiny tomato & chilli seedlings when we exenced a fantastic hail
storm. We all ran for cover and then a bolt ohilening passed within a metre
of me in the kitchen!

The next two weeks saw us in Otjiwarongo to visiir' three teenagers who are
at school there. We went to visit three kids asnuhfl that we had about
thirteen! The others, though not Imkerhof kidg part of Children of Promise
Namibia’. There we helped with homework, did crafts, sebvags, purses and
phone covers, swam, BBQd and visited WaterbergoNatiPark. Great fun was
had by all.

Back to Imkerhof for a couple of days and thenatdp out to Okondjatu.

Sadly, Josef decided to leave the foster familgesilast year and has gone to
live on a farm where his mother is with her boyide It is sad because it means
that he is not continuing his schooling and we tltnow what the future will
hold for him. We continue to pray for him and #tanley. We were pleased to
find that the official electricity supply had bemstalled for Mavis & Engelberd,;
they had had some of their flooring tiled and hahaged to plant some chillies,
beetroot, carrots & maize at their plot.

At this point we have already been to Okahandja and anmipi@ our visit to
Arandis where many of our children live. | willdge this news for the next
letter. In case | don’t get it off before Chrissnae would wish you a very
blessed time from us and all the families here amibia.

, 34
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ellet Society

Meetings are held in the Queen’s Hall, Charlestpi{¥11 3EG at
7.30 p.m. on the second Thursday of each montlei@bpt through April.

Our Winter Season has started well, with three lestepresentations and a
very high attendance at each meeting. This is e@aging and demonstrates
that interest in Local History is still strong. & programme for the next few
months is very attractive with speakers coming framange of academic
and professional backgrounds. Note the Decembetimgewill include
some festive cheer to celebrate Xmas.

08 December 201%teve Lisco — The Moat Pit, Sir George Bruce’s
16th Century Coal Mine.

12 January 201%Geoffrey Stell — The Forth at War 1296 — 1603

09 February 2012Robin Sharp — Pit to Port (The story of the Pitime
Waggonway)

08 March 2012Roz Artis-Young — Charlestown: The Story of Lime
(an Update)

12 April 2012The masons of Charlestown Lime Centre will dematestr
their skills + AGM.

For further information contact me at robin.sharffi@ernet or 01383
722716. May | wish you and all your family a verely Xmas and
Prosperous New Year.

Robin Sharp
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Weddings:

20 Aug

27 Aug

PARISH REGISTER

Kirsty Jane Kilpatrick
76 West Baldridge Road, Dunfermline.

Alexander McKenzie -to- Lorna Patterson
27 Torbeith Gardens 60 Walls Place
Hill of Beith Dunfermline

Neil MacPhail -to- Hazel Barratt

27 Charles Way, Limekilns.

8 Oct David Russell -to- Kirsty Scott
(Service in St. Monans Church)
Funerals:

16 Sept Mr. Tommy Stephenson
Waukmill Lodge, Charlestown.

21 Sept  Mr. Bill McMahon
1 Arkaig Drive, Crossford.

29 Sept  Mr. John Pollard
1 Lochaber, Charlestown.

27 Oct Mrs. Alice Murray
Alexander House, Crossford.
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Many thanks to Pat Mcintyre and Ken Kirkpatrick fopof-reading this edition.
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Office Bearers

Minister
The Rev. Norman M Grant, BD Tel: 872341

Session Clerk
Charlie Stoddart Tel: 872210

Treasurer
Jeff Logan Tel: 882160

Property Convener
David Souter Tel: 872117

Lighthouse Leader
Alexandra Logan Tel: 882160

Child Protection Co-ordinator
Hazel Barratt Tel: 872772

Village Link Editor
Eileen Kirkpatrick Tel: 872618
eileenkk28@btinternet.com

Church Office
Open: Tuesday — Friday 9.30am — 12 noon
Church e-mail address: limekilnschurch@aol.com
Tel: 873337

Church Website www.limekilnschurch.org

Deadline for contributions to next Village Link2 February 2012

(The reader is reminded that the opinions expressafllage Link do not
necessarily reflect the position of the editor lwattof the Kirk Session and
Congregation).

Limekilns Parish Church Scottish Charity No. SCB&4

Printed by Balgownie Card Co., by Culross, Fife
Tel. 01383 851 457 Emailalgownieoffice@aol.com
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