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Winter 2004 

Sunday, 12 December at 7pm 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, 19 December at 10am 
Family Service led by the Children 

Tuesday, 21 December at 11.15am in Church 
Limekilns School Christmas Service 

Friday, 24 December  
6.30 Christmas Eve Family Service, Cairneyhill 

Church 
10.30 Mulled Wine and Carols in the Church 

Hall, Limekilns 
11.15   Watchnight Service, Limekilns  Parish 

Church 

Saturday, 25 December at 10.30am 
Christmas Morning Family Service 

Sunday, 26 December at 10am 

‘Your Favourite Carols’ 



Message from the Manse… 
 
Dear Friends 

 
Here we are at Advent and Christmas again. Each 

year seems to go by quicker than the previous one. Each 
year the shops begin stocking Christmas goods earlier. The 
rush from one Christmas to the next and the extra pressure 
that Christmas brings year by year seems to diminish the 
joy. 

 
If you listen to people talking about the past it is 

quite clear that years ago we gave less, received less and 
partied less. Yet it would seem that in giving less people 
received more and in receiving less we gained more that 
was of value. The parties of the past were fewer  and we ate 
and drank less, but enjoyed our celebration more. 

 
No doubt this year we will spend more than last year. 

The season of Advent and Christmas will be busier. We will 
work harder to make Christmas special. We will put huge 
amounts of resource into Christmas and then it will be 
over. Each Christmas I feel that there is a sense of anti-
climax after the event and also a sense of relief that 
Christmas is by. Then we do it all again for New Year. 
Finally we breathe a sigh of relief and get on with ordinary 
life again. Then another year will rush by and we will do the 
same again as 2005 comes to a close. 

 
It almost seems a contradiction in terms to talk about 

celebrating Christmas. Yet that is what we say and, if truth 
be told, the vast majority of us do want to celebrate. We 
want to celebrate something that has substance; we cannot 
celebrate the insubstantial romanticism that is the popular 
view of Christmas. 

Maybe we should ask what we celebrate? The answer 
seems more and more to be that what we celebrate is a 
celebration. The real reason for celebrating Christmas is 
forgotten, or is regarded as something for the children. 
When it is the celebration that is celebrated somehow this 
means that each year the celebration has to be bigger. 

 
Christmas only really makes sense when we 

remember that this is the celebration of the birth of the Son 
of God. Only where we take hold of the reason for a 
celebration does celebrating make sense. Without Jesus, 
Christmas becomes an empty celebration of over-
indulgence. With Jesus, Christmas is a celebration of God’s 
love for humanity. 

 
With Christ at the heart of Christmas there is the 

joyful celebration of light and life. Here is the measure of 
God’s love for us. Here is what God will do for our 
salvation. Here is good reason for the biggest party of the 
year. What we are offered is not momentary happiness 
followed by a physical or financial hangover. What God 
offers is the eternal joy of belonging to him. 

 
I wish you every blessing 

during Advent and at 
Christmas, and pray that next 
year will prove to be a good 
year for you. 

 

 

 

Yours, Norman 



CHRISTMAS CARD 
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 

 
 service of collection and delivery, within the three villages, 
will be provided again this year. The collection   arrangements 

will be similar to previous years. You take your cards to the most 
convenient collection point of those listed below. We sort and 
deliver. If you are unable to do this please ring the Hursts on 
872416 and they will arrange collection. 

 
COLLECTION POINTS: 
 
CHARLESTOWN -       
  
 “Girnigoe” West Road  Mrs Fleming 
 22 North Row    Mrs Cairns 
 5 West Harbour Road   Mrs McMorrine 
 
LIMEKILNS - 
 

The Gardeners Cottage  Lady Martha  
 28 Charles Way   Mrs Kirkpatrick 
7 Charles Way    The Hursts 

 
These collection points will accept cards between 
 2 December and 16 December.  
 

The first delivery will   13 December 
and the last         20 December 

 
This service is part of the fund-raising activities and the minimum 
donation of 10p per card remains unaltered. 

A 

A MESSAGE OF THANKS TO THE VILLAGES 
 

All of Betty Gunn’s family would like to say thank you very 
much to the people of Limekilns and Charlestown for the 
kind cards, flowers and the great amount of help which we 
received at the time of Mum’s death. 
 
Mum was always telling us of the kindness within the villages and 
how everyone was always helping one another. 
She had much praise for her wonderful friends and 
neighbours. We would like to thank you all very much for 
your kindness to her and for all your generous donations to 
CHAS. The £300 collected will be used to benefit the children 
and families who use Rachel House (the first Scottish 
Children's Hospice at Kinross). 
 
 God bless you 
 
 Christabel & Alistair 
    

SAYING IT WITH FLOWERS 
For many of us in the congregation, a careful look around the church 
each week would meet with nods of approval – once again the floral 
displays on the communion table, on the font, in the vestibule, and 
around the windows were notable for their beauty.   For more than 
25 years – and in that time for probably nearly 1300 services – Betty 
Gunn’s matchless touch at flower-arranging graced our services 
week after week without fail, with her Armistice Sunday displays 
being particularly notable.    
 
Betty devoted her time and her talents freely to produce the floral decorations for 
members of the congregation who participated in the flower roster.    This was her 
quiet way of supporting our church.    She always knew from week to week who was 
donating 



the flowers, and why, and knew exactly what was wanted, without having to be 
reminded of any details.  She went to a great deal of trouble to find any kind of 
flowers that were wanted, although to do so meant being up at dawn to be early at 
the flower market in Edinburgh to get the pick of deliveries. 
 

etty made a point of checking the flower roster while in the church on a Saturday, 
setting out the displays for the service next day.   She used to say she much enjoyed 
her visits on Saturdays, as she had the church to herself and could work away 

quietly in an atmosphere which perfectly suited her:  she was a very shy person and 
did not like a fuss made over anything she did for you.    
 
She could remember the flowers you preferred when you asked her to provide the 
flowers for your particular Sunday, and more often than not there would be a little 
‘something special’ in the display – like her knowing our connection with Australia 
and us then finding something like Kangaroo Paw popped into the display, like a sort 
of floral grace note.   You knew that arrangement was special, and just for you. 
 

 Sheena Davies 
 
 

Church flowers - Providing 
Since the recent death of Betty Gunn we are beginning to realise 
just how much we took for granted her skill and commitment to 
making sure there were beautiful flowers in the Church each 
Sunday.  How Church Flowers 'happen' has had to be reviewed.  
We will continue to place a flower calendar on the wall in the 
vestibule.  Folk are, as before, invited to place their names 
against weeks when they wish to provide the Flowers.  When 
they have done so, they need to make a note of their 
commitment, and make sure they arrange for flowers to be in 
place by the relevant Sunday.  Flowers can be in a bunch or an 
arrangement or even a plant in a pot. 
 
 

B

   
Pamela Griffiths,  of 5 North Loanhead (872305),  has very 
generously offered her flower arranging skills, and will be 
delighted to discuss the requirements people may have for flower 
arrangementsfor the Communion table and the vestibule: charges 
will be modest. 
 

Church flowers - Distributing 
There will be no alteration in the system by which, each Sunday, the 
flowers from the church are distributed to people in the parish who 
may be ill or recently bereaved, or who may have something to 
celebrate.  We would, however,  like to increase the number of folk 
who are on the rota to distribute flowers.  Please give your name to 
Linda Wilson (Dunfermline Road) or me if you are happy to help. 
 
Sue 
 
 
 

OPPY APPEAL  2004 
 
Congratulations and thanks to everyone in our villages 

who donated so generously to this year's Scottish Poppy 
Appeal.  The grand total this year was a superb 
£986.77 - just £3.09 short of last year's record and so 

tantalisingly near the magic £1000.00!   Thanks are also due to all our door-
to-door collectors and the village shops and pubs and to the school.  A great 
deal of effort is given freely by a large number of people and the Poppy Fund 
is extremely grateful to everyone. Our collection of foreign coins was also 
down - to 5c New Zealand and Euros 1.10!! 
 
 Jim Ballantyne 

P



‘A Trip of a Lifetime!’  
(How often do you hear that?) 

 

M 
y holiday was an experience of a lifetime, and more!  Earlier this year 
I went on a ‘Grand Canyon Expedition’- eight days on a motorized 
inflatable raft, 288 miles down the Colorado River, from Lee’s Ferry 
in Utah to Lake Mead in Nevada. It was awesome, wonderful, 
brilliant, good fun, hard work, fantastic food:  we had superb guide 
boatmen, and all of it was centred on the river and the Canyon itself. 
 
Our guide boatmen told us that we would never be the same again, and 
that parts of the Canyon would remain with us forever.  This is quite 
true.  How do you come to terms with something 1.7 billion years old 
and in some places towering 4,000 ft. above you?  It is the Great 
Unknown, and for well over 100 years intrepid travellers have been 
river-running.  The first to succeed was Major John Powell, but others 
followed, and many lost their lives.  Now thousands of visitors 
experience this unique and exciting adventure. 
 
“COFFEE!!”  This cry went up every morning at 5.30am, and woe 
betide you if you didn’t jump to it and get your bedding packed up 
before breakfast …. .fresh pineapple, sausage, bacon, eggs, you name 
it, and only once was the bacon burnt!  The boats were loaded and we 
were off on the river by 7.30am, either drifting calmly and hearing 
about the history and the geology of the Canyon, or shooting rapids 
(“Hang on a bit!”) with the accompanying soaking.  I found this 
thrilling.  It was good to get wet, for the temperature was in the 80-
100F bracket. 
 

very day our boatman Dave planned something special on land.  
‘Be prepared’ became the motto.  Hiking, wading creeks and E 

swimming them, jumping through waterfalls, climbing, floating in 
life-jackets – I succeeded in doing most of it, but sometimes just hung 
out and waited in beautiful surroundings for the more agile to return. 

e always stopped for lunch, a buffet affair. One location was 
called ‘Martha’s Kitchen’ … just a coincidence!  Around 

5.30pm, or whenever (for time means nothing in the Canyon) we 
reached our overnight campsite.  We were told the boundaries, and 
where the toilet would be, and then we were off the boat to select a 
personal site.  Back to the boat to help off-load the kits, a quick ‘wash’ 
in the rather murky river, a change of clothes and we were ready for a 
truly delicious meal – how Dave and co. managed it was miraculous.  
Some of us helped a little of course.  We chatted, sipped wine, beer or 
juice while the sun left dazzling light on the towering cliffs above us 
as it slowly set. 
 
Finally, as darkness fell and the ants retired, it was time to make our 
beds.  What could be better than to lie and watch the stars appear and, 
if still awake, see the full moon rise…..?   This was Nature in all its 
glory, and God made it. 
 

‘Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting you are God, 
To endless years the same. 

 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Bears all its sons away. 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 

Dies at the opening day. 
 

O God our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guide while troubles last 
And our eternal home.’ 

 
Martha Bruce 

W



TO THINK 
ABOUT… 
 

Luke 2:14.  “Peace on 
earth and goodwill to all 
mankind” 
 
he traffic in the centre of 

London was fierce, for it was only five days until 
Christmas, and cars, buses, taxis, vans and pedestrians 
competed desperately for room.  Two taxis, both shooting 
forward towards a narrow gap, nearly collided.  The driver 
of one, who had a bunch of red-berried holly leaves tied 
to the bonnet of his vehicle, leant out of his window and 
gave vent to a volley of abuse.  The other driver managed 
to keep his calm. 
“Wot’s the use of ‘aving ‘olly on your bonnet, if you ‘aven’t 
any ‘olly in your ‘eart?” he shouted back 
 
A simple retort but surely dead on the nail?  Christmas for 
most of us doesn’t stop at the holly.  There are the cards, 
wrapping paper, tree-and-decorations, coloured lights, 
followed by the parties, presents, food and drink.  The list 
grows longer every year.  But at the centre should still 
sparkle the message of peace on earth and goodwill to 
human neighbours near and far.  Let us make sure that in 
the middle of all the busyness and the hassle, that heart of 
holly is not forgotten. 
 

Michael Orr

T

 
POETASTER ….? 
 "A petty poet or writer of contemptible verses" (Chambers 20th-Century 
Dictionary)  

The Poetasters is a little group of people with an interest in poetry.   We meet in members' 
homes on the first Friday of each month from October to June.   A programme of different 
poets or themes is made up each year and, for each meeting, we try to find out a little about 
the chosen poet and bring along a selection of his or her poetry to be read out at the 
meeting.    
  
Our Secretary for many years was the late Frances Meikle, who was passionate about poetry. 
We all agreed that, as a tribute to Frances, we would make every effort to keep the group 
going.  The group consists of 
beginners to the more learned, is 
open to all, and is a great way to 
explore and give time to a subject of 
great variety.   Like any art form,  
there is the wonderful to the banal,  but 
as there is no accounting for taste, we 
taste them all! 
  
Interested?  Feel like dipping your toes in the water of words?  Contact Mary Donnelly 
872546 
 
 

“A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes...and is completely dependent on the 
fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad 
picture of Advent.” 
                                                                      Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
 



 

  

 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands… 

 

Do you remember this song of the 1950’s / 60’s sung by Laurie London? 

It’s hard to believe that God does have the whole world in His Hands, 
when there are so many things happening which cause us to worry for 
others and for ourselves. 

But it’s as true today as it always has been.  God does have ‘The Whole 
World’ in His Hands.  

Jesus said: ‘In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have 
overcome the world!’  (John16 v.33 NIV)  

Diana M 
Join the Brownies! 
  
1st Limekilns Brownies would like to thank all former 
Brownies who attended our 50th birthday party.  A thank you 
for all the good wishes, cards and gifts we received too.  We 
would like to extend an invitation for anyone who would care 
to join us carol singing around Limekilns on Friday 17 
December.  Please meet us at the church hall at 6pm and 
return to the hall at 7pm with us after singing for some hot 
punch.   
 
Pat Gilmour and Sue Walker  

ED/COMMISSION 

I sometimes think that those of 
us who contribute an item to 
the magazine under a heading 
such as this are guilty of assuming that everyone reading it knows 
what it means. So let me define this rather odd title.  It is an 
amalgamation of Education, Communication and Mission, and we 
in this group are responsible to the Kirk Session for overseeing and 
encouraging everything and anything which falls into these 
categories. So now an update on each….. 
 
EDUCATION 
Advent Study Homegroups. An encouraging number of people have 
“signed up” for a 4-week course  which, by the time you read this, will be 
well under way.  For those of you who may say, “No way, not for me!” –  
have you ever sat listening to a sermon and wanted to interrupt with a 
question or an objection?  That’s what house groups are all about - 
listening, learning, often arguing,  but never quarrelling! 
 
COMMUNICATION 
This magazine is part of our remit and we’re delighted that Eileen 
Kirkpatrick has come on board.  The Community Council has decided to 
revert to their independent news-sheet rather than have it included in this 
magazine and we respect their decision. 
 MISSION 
We want to say a huge “thank you” to all those who donated so 
generously to the Nearly New sale which we helped run on behalf of the 
“Toastie Club”.  We raised over £200 with further monies still to come.  
Again for the uninitiated, the “Toastie Club” is the homeless folks’ name 
for their drop-in centre in Dunfermline. 

 

Pat McIntyre:  Convener, Ed/Commission 



Guide Dogs:  ‘Puppy Walking’ Update 
 
Our second pup, Clara, is now our most loved pet!  Her first training 
was with a lady in Northern Ireland, which did not work out, as the dog 
was losing confidence.  Unfortunately some clients are just not suited to 
working with a dog, so it was very disappointing.  Clara returned to the 
training centre at Forfar, awaiting a new partnership.   
 
A man from Dundee, awaiting a replacement golden retriever Guide Dog, 
was delighted to train with Clara, and a new Guide Dog Partnership was 
formed.  They worked well together and he adored Clara.  Unfortunately 
Clara became ‘spooked’ walking over a manhole cover in Dundee city 
centre and after two ‘two-week’ intensive training sessions on manhole 
covers she was still not coping.  The Partnership had to be ended as she 
was compromising her owner’s safety (she took him to the edge of 
pavements to avoid manhole covers, concrete covers, or anything similar).  
This was very upsetting for her owner and also for us.  She was such a 
steady reliable dog that it was very sad that just one incident should bring 
her working days to such an abrupt end.   
 

However, the puppy walkers are given the first refusal of a dog, 
and of course we accepted!  She has settled in well since July and is 
enjoying all the old familiar sights and smells!  On arrival she had to make 
friends with our present pup Uska, aged ten months.  They enjoyed each 
other’s company and we enjoyed having two very large retrievers around 
– never thought we would see the day…..!!   
 
 Uska left us on 28 October, aged thirteen months, to begin his 
training at Forfar Training Centre.  He was a great pup, and a very calm 
one while out on his training walks.  So much so that the last training 
walk he did with us was lobbying the Scottish Parliament on Trade 
Justice, the day before he left!  We now await his progress reports and 
wish him well. 

 We are still involved with Guide Dogs, doing talks at schools, 
Lighthouse, Rotary, Senior Citizen Groups, Rurals, College Club etc. and 
are now passed as ‘official speakers’!  We welcome any invitations to 
give a talk, and of course we have a ‘live’ visual aid!  You can contact us 
on 872758. 
 
 Thank you so much to everyone who has shown such an interest, 
especially to all the folks in our local shops, who continue to support and 
encourage the training of the pups.  And special thanks to Tom 
McCormack, who saves all his small change for Guide Dogs. 
 
Fundraising for Guide Dogs:  Used stamps appeal  
 
Once again, very many thanks for your continuing support  - the number 
of bags of stamps I send up to Forfar Training Centre increases every 
year.  Guide Dogs raise £37,000 a year from the selling on of ‘Used 
Stamps’.  This is extremely heartening fundraising news, from something 
which would otherwise go in the bin!  The bright yellow Guide Dog 
stamp collecting boxes are situated in the Church office, Church vestibule, 
the Sutlery at Charlestown, and in Crombie Primary School.  Please 
remember to leave an approximate 2cm margin round the stamps.  Your 
stamps really do make a difference! 
 

……and the Inverness 10K Run 
 
As you can imagine, our family has become very interested in Guide Dogs 
Charity, and Jennifer would like to thank her friends in the village who 
sponsored her for the above event, held in October.  She’s delighted to 
report that, due to everyone’s generosity, she raised £330. 
 
With our Thanks and Best Wishes for the Festive Season 
Barbara and Jimmy Simpson. 



 
 
SMILES FROM A SCHOOL SCRIPTURE TEST … 
 
* In the first book of the Bible, Guiness, God got tired and took a 
day off.         
*   Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire at night. 
*   The greatest miracle in the Bible is when 
Joshua told his son to stand still and he did.  
*   The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble 
with unsympathetic Genitals. 
*  Unleavened bread is bread without any ingredients. 
*   The Egyptians were all drowned in the 
dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up Mount Cyanide 
to get the ten amendments. 
*   The first commandment was when Eve told Adam 
to eat an apple. 
*  Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives 
and 700 porcupines. 
* The people who followed Jesus were called the 
12 decibels. 
* The epistles were the wives of the apostals. 
* Christians have only one spouse.  This is 
called monotony! 
 

Lighthouse Presents!!! 

 
 
 

 

Sunday 19 December at 
10am 

Supported by the Church 
Choir 

 



 EMMANUEL – God with us! 
 
On 15 September, 2003 we set off on an epic adventure round the world.  We 
had such a wonderful lunch and send off on Sunday 14 September with folk 
from Limekilns and Cairneyhill churches and you sang a beautiful blessing, 
written by Judith Fleming. 
  
I can honestly say that his peace did go with us, his strength sustained us and we 
were truly blessed every mile of the way.  So, thank you so much for sending us 
off with that blessing.  We took it like a ribbon right round the globe and, every 
now and then, we would leave it with someone like a knot to tie it in place and 
we now bring it back as a gift for you.  We took greetings from Limekilns to 
many churches and bring greetings from churches in U.S.A., Canada, New 
Zealand, Australia and Namibia. 
  
Before we left home someone asked us, “How can you go away for a year and 
not know where you are going to sleep each night?”  Well, “If you want to walk 
on water, you have to get out of the boat!”  And God didn’t let us down.  
Whether it was looking for somewhere to sleep, trying to find our way through a 
forest or over a mountain, just spending time together or with other folk, he 
showed us that he was more than able.  One afternoon, cycling in America, we 
just couldn’t find anywhere to stay the night.  As a last resort, we went into a 
little post office where we found a ‘Helen Sutherland’, called Anne.  She 
wouldn’t have gone home until she had found us somewhere to stay.  When we 
arrived at the Bed & Breakfast, it was a most beautifully renovated old American 
homestead which we had all to ourselves and, what’s more, it was a ‘Quilters’ 
Retreat!’  There were quilts on every bed and hanging on the walls and a whole 
library of quilting books to browse through.  For someone who actually took 
some quilting to do whilst cycling half way round the world, this was heaven!  
God does not only provide for our needs but a whole lot extra besides. The 
only other night in the whole year when we thought we might be sleeping on the 
streets was when we arrived by train from Gaberone in Francistown, Botswana.  
A really bright, colourful and noisy town but, despite a large number of hotels 
and lodges, every bed was taken that night.  We were not sure what to do next 
when I spied a Christian Bookshop.  I pulled Peter in and explained our dilemma 
to the lady serving there.  She was on the case immediately and started ringing 
round until she found us a caravan at a lodge some way out of town. 

We visited many churches of different denominations during the year; some tiny 
and some very large and one or two stand out in our minds.  We went to Hillsong 
church just outside Sydney.  This is an enormous, independent, charismatic 
church with several branches including one in London.  They have built what 
looked to us like a beautiful, modern concert hall.  We have to be honest and say 
that the worship was too loud and the flashing lights too distracting for us to 
want every week but the preaching was powerful and the hall was filled with 
3000 young and young at heart people doing great work.  
  
One Sunday in Cairns, on the north-eastern coast of Australia, I walked Peter 
almost 2 hours to find a church where Aboriginal people worshipped.  It was also 
an independent, charismatic church with very powerful preaching by a ‘black 
fella’ as they prefer to be called.  I was extremely upset by the history I heard of 
the first white people to arrive in Australia who absolutely massacred the 
Aboriginal people including women and children (sometimes in the name of 
Christianity!)  It was so good to find this powerhouse of forgiveness and a great 
welcome. 
 
 Of course, there has been a similar story in many countries in Africa but I 
would like to tell you of one service in Namibia.  It was in a Catholic church 
attached to a primary boarding school in the northern part of Namibia.  What a 
beautiful building with the stained-glass windows all painted by the children and 
a very long carpet, the length of the aisle, woven by one of the African workers.  
The school has 200 children and they and the staff were all in church.   The 
singing was wonderful with the children breaking naturally into harmony. 
African children, of all ages, just love to sing. 
 
The Saturday before we came home, Peter had been quite ill for 2 weeks and 
showed no signs of improvement.  I was worried and quite lonely so went out to 
an internet café and e-mailed all my friends who I knew wouldn’t mind and 
asked them to pray for us.  The next day was Sunday and Peter suddenly began 
to feel a little better!   
 
Yes, God was with us every day and every inch of the way, in difficulties, in 
sickness, in danger and in the good times.  Now that we are back?  Perhaps we 
should stop rushing for the plane and go back to pick up the apples.  Maybe then 
we, and others, would see Jesus more clearly. 
 

Anne Dreyer 





A Christmas Prayer  (Written by Ginni) 
 
Loving God, 
Christmas is drawing nearer and we are all busy preparing for it -  
       choosing presents, writing cards, 
       planning get-togethers, 
       buying food, going to parties -   
all those things that we do at this time of year. 
All  so busy, busy, busy?  
But in all this bustle, we can easily forget what matters most. 
                                              
This is a special birthday we are celebrating -  
the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Most of us know how you came into the world 
       and found no welcome,  
       shut out from the start -  
       no room even at the inn. 
Forgive us that we still shut you out today, 
making no room for you in our hearts or in our lives. 
 
You didn’t shut anyone out in your time on earth - 
and you still don’t. 
Instead, you make each and every one of us welcome - no 
exceptions. 
You invite us to a life that has not only purpose but meaning. 
You stand before us, an example of 
       understanding and wisdom,  
       forgiveness and love,  
       life that is more than daily living. 
 
So at this special time of year, help us to focus beyond our own 
timetables, to-do lists, shopping lists - and even beyond our own 
pleasures!  
Help us to welcome others in, as you do  
to be caring, generous, thoughtful, considerate and gentle 

Help us to welcome others in, as you do -  
to be caring, generous, thoughtful, considerate and gentle- 
      to people who have nothing and need our food, shelter and 
respect; 
      to people who are sad, mourning, lonely and need our 
tenderness, gentleness and quiet company; 
      to people who irritate, frustrate and try our patience  and need 
our tolerance, kindness and good humour. 
 
Dear Lord, as we celebrate this Christmas, remind us of its real 
meaning and help us to become more like you, who came to give  
us the most amazing Christmas present of all -          
         inner peace that doesn’t fail when trouble starts 
         and life that doesn’t end with death.  
Thank you, Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Celebrate!! 
 

ome and celebrate the coming of Christmas in a 
traditional way with our Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols. The familiar Christmas Bible readings will be 
interspersed with carols from the church choir and for the 
congregation too. As in previous years singers and 
musicians from Limekilns Primary School will be joining us and making 
their contribution. Refreshments will be served afterwards in the church 
hall. 
 

lease join us for this celebration in Limekilns Parish Church at 7 pm 
on Sunday, 12 December,  and get your Christmas season off to a 

good start. 
 

Robert Douglas Kerr 
Director of Music 

C

P



SCOUTS ENJOY A BUSY YEAR 
 
All Sections of the Group have been outdoors as 
much as possible this summer.  Beavers had their 
first 24hr sleepover in the Scout Hall.  All Beavers 
and Leaders slept in tents within the hall. The 
theme of the sleepover was PIRATES with a 
campfire on the beach at ten o’clock.  I hope we did 
not disturb anyone!  The Beavers also joined in with the District for a fun 
day at Fordell Firs.   We welcome Cal Shrive and Carole Henderson as 
new Helpers with the Beavers. 
 

Cubs have had a weekend camp at Fordell Firs. Some of the activities 
were Archery, Crate Climbing, Assault Course, to name a few. Thanks to 
all who came along to help.  Congratulations to Alisdair Burnett, Fiona 
Bolher, Amy Mackenzie and Maurice Healy for gaining the Chief Scout’s 
Silver Award before moving on to Scouts.   We welcome Gordon Prow as 
Assistant Cub Leader 
 

Scout and Explorers have had a very busy term training for their 
Expedition Award The Scouts started with map reading and what to carry 
in your rucksack before attempting a walk from the Scout Hall to Fordell 
Firs for an overnight Camp. Their week camp was at Loch Vennachar, 
Callendar. All scouts and Explorers who attended camp gained their 
Expedition Award for walking for 15 miles carrying their gear and 
cooking their own meals, and an overnight camp at Strathyre.  They 
finished off the week Canoeing, Sailing and Wall Climbing.  Thanks to all 
who helped.  We welcome Jane Carrion as Scout Helper. 
 

All sections had a very busy time at the District Sports Day at Pitreavie 
Sports Fields on 19 September, the Scouts winning their section and the 
Group being the overall winners.  In November the Scouts again achieved 
success at the District Swimming Gala, winning the Hutton Trophy. 
 
Elizabeth Mackenzie, GSL 

THE GELLET HALL TEAROOM HAS 
RAISED £16,000 SINCE JUNE 2002 
 
Applaud yourselves for yet another successful year!   With just one week of the 
2004  ‘season’ still to go, and the proceeds from the sale of calendars as yet 
unknown, we have put £6,200 in the bank so far.  This brings our total receipts, 
since opening in June 2002 to help pay for the repairs to the ceiling rose in the 
church, to over £16,000.   Very well done to everyone involved, to all the 
helpers, to all who hand in ingredients, and all who drop by week after week! 
 
So far the money has paid for the ceiling rose repair 
and an upgrade to the Gellet Hall kitchen, and next on 
the agenda is the refurbishment of the kitchen in the 
church hall.   The success of the venture means we will 
re-open in February 2005, when we hope we can still 
depend on your contributions of ingredients – and, of 
course, we’d love to have your help as a volunteer on a 
Wednesday, for whatever time you may have available 
to do whatever suits you best.  We much appreciate 
any assistance in any form or capacity, and new faces 
would be very welcome. 
 
Sheena and Jennifer 
 
Thoughts on Christmas from the Worship Group 
 

We Won't Have a Christmas This Year, by Verna S. Teeuwissen 
 

We won't have a Christmas this year, you say - For now the children have all gone 
away: And the house is so lonely, so quiet and so bare, We couldn't have a 
Christmas that they didn't share. 
 
We won't have a Christmas this year, you sigh - For Christmas means things that 
money must buy.  Misfortunes and illness have robbed us we fear - Of the things 
that we'd need to make Christmas this year. 
 
But if you lose Christmas when troubles befall, You never have really had 
Christmas at all.  For once you have had it, it cannot depart - When you learn that 
true Christmas is Christ in your heart. 



From the Editorial Page of The New York Sun, written by Francis P. Church, 
September 21, 1897  

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:  

"Dear Editor--I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 
Claus.  Papa says, 'If you see it in ‘The Sun’, it's so.' 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?”  

Virginia O'Hanlon 
115 West Ninety-fifth Street 

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the 
scepticism of a sceptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men's or children's are little. In this great universe of 
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole 
of truth and knowledge.  

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your 
life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were 
no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. The eternal 
light with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished.  

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! Nobody 
sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real 
things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever 
see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world.  

You tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, 
fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and  
 

* * * * * * *  

 
Put No Exceptions! in your diary for 
January at the Carnegie Hall 
 
 
ReACT is a new musical drama group bringing together 
Christians of all denominations to write and perform musicals 
in public venues.   
 
No Exceptions!, the story of the life of Paul of Tarsus in 
words, music and dance, is being performed at the Carnegie 
Hall on Saturday 29 January 2005.  This is a new production;  
the original was performed at Cairneyhill Church in 2002. 
 
The Directors are Suzanne Lofthus (who directed ‘The Life of 
Jesus Christ’ at Dundas Estate), and Dee Forrester, teacher 
of Drama at Woodmill School.  The choreographer is June 
Edminson, and the cast includes folk from Limekilns, 
Cairneyhill, Gillespie (all Church of Scotland), St. Margaret’s 
Roman Catholic Church, and Viewfield and Lochgelly 
(Baptist). 

 
No Exceptions! was written by four members of Limekilns 
Church.  Several members of our congregation, including 
some of our young people, are taking part in the production, 
and keeping us on our toes!  We would all feel very 
encouraged if you would support us by coming along to see 
the show. 
 
Tickets from Douglas Kerr 732205, Eileen Kirkpatrick 
872618, Mary Donnelly 872546. (£7.50 / £5.00) (Block of 10 
seats = 1 free ticket!) 

 



LIMEKILNS AND CHARLESTOW N 
COM MUNITY TRUST 

 
The Trust was estab lished in 1978 with the intention that the 
free income thereof should be used solely for the benefit of the 
communities of L imekilns and Charlestown in such manner as its 
trustees might th ink fit.  
 
Over the 25 years which have passed since its constitution the 
Trust has helped out numerous individuals and groups with small 
donations. In recent times donations have been made to assist 
the College Club with its work in the villages and the L imekilns 
Community Project with the building of the new Play Park. W ith 
the passing of the years, however, not everyone in the locality is 
aware of the Trust’s existence and this article is designed to 
raise its profile. 
 
While not having a great deal of money to distribute, the Trust 
provides a useful and quickly accessed means for local people to 
obtain small contributions either for local projects or, on cause 
shown, for individual benefit. Generally  speaking, grants of up to 
£250 are availab le, although larger sums have been given for 
suitable projects. Generally the trustees look favourab ly upon 
applications that are made for the benefit of the young and the 
elderly, the ill and the infirm but, as long as the money is 
required for the good of the broad community, anyone can apply. 
 
If you are interested in applying for a grant please contact the 
Trust Secretary, Sandy Muirhead, at Fiddler’s Hall, Charlestown 
KY11 3ER (Tel: 872729;  e-mail: sandy_muirhead@hotmail.com) 

MANY, MANY, MANY, 
MANY, er… 
THANKS!  
 
 
Thanks to our local Brownie pack for the gift of the two pots of plants either 
side of the Church front doors. They have also volunteered to maintain them. 
Thank you girls, it makes a huge difference and well done on your 50th 
Anniversary.  Many congratulations also to Pat Gilmour who has just completed 
40 years as Brownie Guider here in Limekilns. A huge achievement and what 
dedication. WELL DONE PAT!!  
 
To Ginni, our Prayer Secretary. Thank you for all the work you have put into 
producing the weekly prayer sheet. It is a great source of encouragement to many 
people and we greatly appreciate your efforts. Thank you too for helping us to be 
more aware of the importance of prayer in our world and for your diligence. 
Thanks also to you and Diana for providing a Prayer Chain in our village. It is 
wonderful to know that you, and others, will pray for us at any time and doing so 
in complete confidence. 
 
Thank you to Sue Hamilton and Pat Oliver for setting up the Traidcraft Stall 
every Sunday. Thank you for your commitment and your efforts in trying to 
encourage us in our support of the Third World. That reminds me how many of 
us are honouring our Two-By –Two pledge? This is where we undertook to buy 
at least £2 worth of fairly traded goods each month for the next two years! 
 
Thank you to Elaine Souter, Linda Wilson  and Joyce Carswell  for organising 
the Safari Supper in September. It was very successful evening , much enjoyed 
and with everyone coming  together in the Scout Hall it finished on a high. A lot 
of effort went into organising everything so a big thank you to you all. 
 
Thanks to all the ladies and gentlemen involved in running the Gellett Hall tea 
room throughout the year. Thank you all for the hard work you put in week by 
week to provide a very valuable service in our village. 




